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Introduction 
Criminal Law Week (CLW) provides comprehensive coverage of developments in 
criminal law and practice. Our team of editors sift through numerous sources in 
search of the latest cases, legislation and guidance; these are summarised and 
supplemented by expert commentary from our commentary board members. There 
are 46 issues of CLW each year, putting all the information busy criminal practitioners 
need at their fingertips.  

This guide relates to our website: Criminal Law Week Online, which is accessible to 
all those who have an online subscription, a combined subscription (print & online), 
or access CLW through a government portal. The website contains all back issues of 
CLW, with over 30,000 digests of cases, statutes, statutory instruments, sentencing 
guidelines and other relevant guidance, all indexed and fully cross-referenced. The 
search capability is intuitive and clear, enabling you to research with precision in 
multiple ways.  

Criminal Law Week Online provides an additional essential legal research tool with 
its Statutes Service. Key criminal law legislation is set out in full, cross-referenced 
with CLW digests, and complemented and enhanced with all the information you 
need to understand and interpret each provision. 

This guide is aimed to assist CLW users in maximising the use of our website. It is 
divided into several sections (see the Table of contents above), that you can jump to 
by clicking on the links. If you have any questions or would like to receive further 
training on the website, please contact our Editorial team on 020 3197 4384 
or clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com.  

 

 

  

https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/Home/About
https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/
mailto:clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com
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Logging in 
Go to https://www.criminal-law.co.uk.  

 

Before logging in to the main site, you can access various marketing pages or log in 
to the CPD/CCC section. To access the main site, click on the orange “LOGIN” button 
in the top right-hand corner.  

 

Enter the email address you have used to register for CLW*. You will then be directed 
to a login pop-up, where your email will be pre-populated.  

 

 

https://www.criminal-law.co.uk./
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Enter your password and click on the orange “Sign in” button. If you have forgotten 
your password, click on “Reset your password”.  

For those who have Single sign-on, which you use to log on to other Thomson 
Reuters products, you will see this page: 

 

 

 

If you have problems logging in and resetting your password does not help, please 
call CLW’s Editorial team for assistance on 020 3197 4384 or email 
clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com.  

*Please note that this will differ for those who access CLW through a government 
portal. You will not have individual login details, unless you are accessing our 
CPD/CCC course. If you have any problem accessing CLW from a government 
portal, please email clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com or call 020 3197 4384.    

  

mailto:clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com
mailto:clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com
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My Profile* 
Once logged in, you can update your personal details for your CLW access by clicking 
on “MY PROFILE” located on the top right-hand side of all pages of the website, 
entering your updated details and clicking on the orange “SAVE PROFILE” button: 

 

*Please note that those who access CLW through certain government portals will 
not have their own profiles. 
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Criminal Law Week issues 

a. Introduction 
After logging in, you will land on the Home page, as below. The latest issue is always 
accessible on this page in two formats: HTML and PDF. Click on the relevant icon – 
the HTML icon will take you to the page with the latest issue on it; the PDF icon will 
automatically download the latest issue as a PDF that you can save or print. You can 
also download a PDF version of the latest tables from this page, by clicking on the 
“Download index” icon. 

 

You can access every issue of CLW (from 1997 to date) by clicking on the “Issues” tab 
on the top left-hand side then clicking on the appropriate option on the menu that 
appears. 
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For example, if you want to view 2024’s issues, click on “Issues list 1997 to 2024” from 
the drop-down menu. 

 

From the above list, you may access each issue in both PDF and HTML format. See 
below for information on searching CLW issues. 

b. CLW references 
Each issue of CLW is made up of a series of digests, in the order of: cases, legislation 
and then miscellaneous digests. Every CLW digest has a reference in the format 
CLW/year/issue number/item number, e.g. CLW/25/09/17 is for item 17 of issue 9 of 
2025. CLW references appear as links throughout the website. In particular, 
references in digests to cases, legislation or guidance etc previously digested in CLW 
will generally include a CLW reference to that digest so that readers may easily link 
back to it by clicking on the reference.  
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c. Icons 
You will notice different icons under each HTML digest. For example, the below is a 
typical digest of a case: 

 

 

 Clicking on this icon will allow you to download the transcript 
of the judgment, if one is available. 

 This is the Table of Cases icon. Clicking on it will open a pop-
up window showing all the citations for the case to date.  

 This is the clipboard icon. By clicking on it, you can save the 
digest to your clipboard to view later. Once the clipboard icon is 

clicked it will appear like this . 

 This is the print icon. Clicking on it opens a window with the 
digest in an easily printable format.  

d. Updates 
These are included under digests to give readers the most up-to-date information 
about the status of the case, item of legislation, guideline, etc. In most instances you 
can link through to the relevant subsequent digest containing the legal development 
by clicking on the link in the CLW reference next to the update.  



10 
 

Cases: if a case previously digested by CLW has been considered, followed, applied, 
overruled, etc, there will be an update for it to let readers know how that case has 
subsequently been treated by the courts, e.g., for the case of R. v Jogee 
(CLW/16/07/7): 

 

Legislation and sentencing guidelines: if for example an Act or statutory instrument 
has been amended, repealed, revoked, replaced, considered, etc, there will be an 
update to reflect that, e.g. for the Criminal Justice Act 2003 (CLW/03/45/40): 

 

Click on the clipboard icon  at the end of a list of CLW references to view all those 
digests in one place.  
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e. Up to date box

 

 

This box appears on page 2 of every 
PDF issue and can be accessed from 
the HTML version of the latest issue by 
clicking on “Up to date box” in the 
“Extras” section on the right-hand side 
(see screenshot below). It is a 
complete list of all CLW’s source 
material for cases (and articles), 
excluding important cases that CLW 
covers before they have been reported 
elsewhere. If a case (or article) relevant 
to the criminal practitioner is included 
in one of the reports or journals listed 
and has not already been reported in 
CLW, then CLW will include it in that 
week’s issue. References appear bold 
in the box on a week where a new 
version of a particular source has been 
published and incorporated into CLW. 
Once a case has been included in CLW, 
if it subsequently gets reported in one 
of the listed sources, the new case 
citation is added to the table of cases. 
The new citation will also be listed at 
the end of each PDF issue under 
“Cases previously reported” or “Notes 
and articles on recent cases” (or under 
“Extras” of the latest issue in the HTML 
version, as in the image below). If we 
refer to a case in any digest, we always 
use the best reference available at the 
time.
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f. Cross-references 
These are very short descriptions of cases that are used when a particular case 
could appear under two different sections of CLW. For example, the following cross-
reference, with a link to the full digest in the HTML version or an item reference for 
the PDF version, is included under the “Substantive law” section of the issue: 

 

The full digest is included under “Evidence and procedure”, as that is principally what 
the case is about: 

 

g. Comments 
Often our digests will be accompanied by expert commentary from our commentary 
board or Editorial team. All comments appear at the end of the relevant digest. 

  

https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/Home/About
https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/Home/About
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Statutes Service  
Our Statutes Service provides you with full up-to-date and annotated text of some 
of today’s most relevant criminal legislation. Currently comprising numerous core 
criminal statutes, the Criminal Procedure Rules and the Criminal Legal Aid 
(Remuneration) Regulations 2013, each statutory provision is displayed with all 
amendments, repeals and modifications, together with a complete set of 
annotations, including commencement provisions, links to relevant case digests, 
subordinate legislation and much more. 

To access the full list of statutes or the Statutes Service home page, click on the 
“Statutes Service” tab at the top of the website:  
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Then click on the piece of legislation you wish to view (as evident in the below image, 
you can save the provisions of any Act etc in the Statutes Service to a clipboard), e.g.: 

 

Then the relevant section, e.g.: 

 
 
If you scroll down, you will see the collapsible tabs containing all up-to-date 
information about that provision a practitioner would need to know, including, where 
applicable: commencement, extent, transitional/savings, amendments/repeals, 
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modifications, definition/interpretation, authorities (see the image below), Hansard 
references and explanatory notes.  

 

You will also see this search box on the right-hand side: 
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This is useful for jumping to a particular provision within an Act, or searching for all 
provisions that contain a keyword or phrase (see Tips on searching), e.g. confessions: 

  

You can search the Statutes Service using the Advanced search option, or by 
selecting Statutes Service from the general search box, and using keywords or 
phrases (see Tips on searching): 
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Searching & tables and index 
There are two search boxes: the Advanced search function and the general search 
box. Both will return CLW digests with the closest match, or results from the Statutes 
Service, if you select that option. 

a. Tips on searching 
How to search Criminal Law Week: 

CLW uses the standard Boolean operators AND, OR and NOT. These operators make 
it possible to search not only for items which contain a specific keyword or exact 
phrase, but also: 

for items which contain all of a specified combination of keyword(s)/exact phrase(s) 
(AND); 

for items which contain at least one of a number of different keywords/phrases (OR); 

to exclude specific keywords/phrases from a search (NOT); 

to carry out complex searches using combinations of a number of Boolean operators. 

Exact phrases 

A phrase consisting of a number of words in a specified order must be surrounded 
by double quotes, e.g. “bad character”.  

Small words 

The site cannot search on words that are fewer than 3 characters, such as “to”, “of” 
and “it”. Should you wish to search for a phrase such as Abuse of Process, be sure 
to surround your search query with double quotes (“Abuse of Process”). 

AND 

To search for items which contain a number of keywords/phrases, separate search 
terms with a space, e.g. “false impression” implied assertion, or with the word AND, 
e.g. “false impression” AND implied AND assertion.  

OR 

To search for items which contain at least one of a number of keywords/phrases, 
separate search terms with the word OR, e.g. “bad character” OR “hearsay evidence” 
OR retrial.  

NEAR                       

To search for items which contain keywords/phrases within a number of words of 
each other, add the proximity operator followed by the number of words, e.g. (“false 
impression” assertion)~3. This will search for “false impression” appearing within 3 
words of “assertion”. 
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NOT 

To search for items which contain one keyword/phrase but which do not contain 
another keyword/phrase, separate search terms with the word NOT, e.g. to search for 
items which contain the phrase “bad character”, but do not contain the keyword 
defendant, type “bad character” NOT defendant. 

Complex searches 

The use of brackets with Boolean operators permits more complex searching.  

Example 1: to search for items containing either:  

    robbery AND “offensive weapon”  

or:  

    robbery AND firearm,  

or all three search terms, type:  

    robbery AND (“offensive weapon” OR firearm) 

Example 2: to search for items which either contain both:  

    “abuse of process” AND “agent provocateur”  

or contain: 

    entrapment  

or which contain all three search terms, type:  

    entrapment OR (“abuse of process” AND “agent provocateur”) 

b. Advanced searching 
The Advanced search box can be accessed from any page of the CLW website by 
clicking on the search icon circled below on the top right-hand side of the website:  

 

It can also be accessed from the search box, as shown in the screenshot below, on 
the right-hand side of the Home page, or from that box that is always visible on the 



19 
 

right-hand side of any page. Just click on “Advanced”, which appears in white on the 
orange strip: 

 

The Advanced search box will then appear:  

 

For information on the various fields in the above screenshot, click on the question 
marks:  

 

This is the most comprehensive and specific way of searching, particularly for a case. 
You will see the various filter options, so you can limit your search by category of 
case (e.g. whether it is one about evidence and procedure or sentencing etc, as the 
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case was categorised in CLW), time frame, judgment date (or within a particular 
period), and/or judge etc. You can also choose whether you would like to search all 
CLW issues, or just a particular one or few.  

A particularly useful feature is that you can search for judgments by a specific judge: 
 

 
 
E.g. entering the following will return results with all case digests in which Lady Carr 
CJ was on the bench: 

 

 
To search all CLW issues for all sentencing cases (so excluding legislation and 
miscellaneous items) on e.g. shoplifting, enter the following: 
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The relevant case digests will be returned, with the most recent appearing at the top 
(unless you opt to “Order results by” a different order):  

 

You can select how you would like your results displayed by going to the drop-down 
menus in the below image. In the above image, it is displaying the top 10 most recent 
items per page. You can click on “NEXT” for a page displaying the next 10 items. 
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The Advanced search function is also very useful for searching the Statutes Service. 
For example, entering “locking on” and then searching within the “Public Order Act 
2023” will return the following results: 

 

c. General search 
You will find this search box on the Home page. It will also appear on the right-hand 
side of any other page, so it is always easily accessible.  

 

Select an option from the drop-down menu: 
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d. CLW issues  
This is the broadest way to search within CLW digests using keywords etc (see Tips 
on searching). It will return results with the closest match, with the most recent 
digests (whether of a case, piece of legislation, or miscellaneous item) containing 
the search terms appearing at the top of the listed results. 

e. Table of cases  
The table of cases contains all cases digested in CLW. The table is divided into the 
following sections depending on case type: … v …, Rex v, Rex (…) v, Att.-Gen.’s 
References, Commonwealth and European (ECHR & ECJ). The following points 
should be noted: 

- If a source is underlined, that means it was included in CLW because it was 
reported first in the underlined source. If the CLW reference is underlined, that 
indicates it was included in CLW before it was reported. 

- If a source citation is bold, including for CLW, that means there was 
commentary to the case in that source. 

- All decisions for a relevant case, for example High Court, Court of Appeal and 
Supreme Court decisions will be included in the same entry in the table of 
cases. 

- Sub noms are included in line with the case source hierarchy in CLW’s up-to-
date box. 

- Sometimes cross-references will be included in the table to help subscribers 
find the case, e.g. for Cobban and another v DPP, this cross-reference is 
included under “D”: 

 

The “Att.-Gen.’s References”, “Commonwealth cases” and “European cases (ECHR & 
ECJ)” sections are complete and after selecting them from the drop-down menu, all 
cases are included on the page (you do not need to take a second step and select 
the relevant letter). 

Searching 
 
To search for a case, select “Table of cases” from the drop-down menu in the search 
box. 
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To search for “R. v Ng (Katie) and another (Practice Note), CLW/24/18/3, [2024] EWCA 
Crim 493, [2024] 1 W.L.R. 3221, CA”, you could enter various information into the 
search box (depending what information you have), which will return the correct 
result, e.g. “2024 NG”, “[2024] EWCA Crim 493”, “2024 493”, “2024 3321”, etc.  

For: 

Reg. v Jogee; Ruddock v The Queen, CLW/16/07/7, [2017] A.C. 387, [2016] 2 W.L.R. 
681, [2016] 1 Cr.App.R. 485(31), The Times, 2 March 2016, [2016] Crim.L.R. 324 & 
539, [2017] Crim.L.R. 51, [2016] 3 Archbold Review 4, [2016] 9 Archbold Review 6, 
(2016) 160(7) S.J. 37, [2016] L.S. Gazette, 11 April, 22, [2016] L.S. Gazette, 19 April, 
8, 180 C.L. & J. 557, [2016] C.L.J. 196 & 550, 80 J.C.L. 160 & 446; sub nom. Reg. v 
Jogee; Reg. v Ruddock [2016] 2 All E.R. 1, [2016] Crim.L.R. 638 & 642, 133 L.Q.R. 
73; sub nom. Reg. v Jogee, 180 J.P. 313, [2016] Crim.L.R. 873, [2017] Crim.L.R. 
123, 167 N.L.J. 7736(20), 180 C.L. & J. 416, 181 C.L. & J. 755, [2017] C.L.J. 311, 80 
J.C.L. 173 & 436, 81 J.C.L. 393, SC & PC ([2016] UKSC 8 & [2016] UKPC 7) 

there are many ways to search for Jogee, using pieces of the above citations – 
though it is always useful to include the year. The simplest option is to type in “2016 
jogee”, as below: 

 

Browsing 

To browse CLW’s tables and index, go to the drop-down menu under “Tables & 
index” on the top banner of the website. 
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To browse the table of cases, select “Table of cases” from the drop-down menu. You 
will land on this page: 

 
Then go to the Browse box on the right-hand side of the page: 
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Go to the drop-down menu: 

 

You can then select which category of case name/citation is relevant, e.g. … v …, Rex 
v, Rex (…) v, Att.-Gen.’s References. Once you have selected the category, you may 
then have to select the relevant letter. For example: 

To find Cobban and another v DPP, select “…v…” and then select “C”. Then scroll down 
the results and the case will be listed alphabetically: 

 

To find R. v Jogee, select “Rex v” and then select “J”:  

 

f. Subject index 
Every digest included in CLW is indexed by the lawyer from the Editorial team who 
wrote the digest. In most instances, the index terms are listed in a hierarchical format 
with general terms, such as “Offences”, at the top stepping down to e.g. “motor 
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vehicles,” and then to the more particular, such as “construction and use,”. Each level 
is in alphabetical order. You can search or browse the index. 

Searching 

Select “Subject index” from the dropdown menu of the search box and type the 
keyword or phrase (see also Tips on searching), e.g.: 

 

The below image shows some of the results: 
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You can similarly search the index for phrases such as “abuse of process”, 
“confiscation and forfeiture”, or “Burden of proof”.  

E.g. searching for “burden of proof” in the subject index will return the following: 
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E.g. searching for “confiscation and forfeiture” in the subject index will return the 
following:
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Browsing 

To browse the subject index, select “Subject index” from the drop-down menu under 
the “Tables & index” tab at the top of the website.  

 

It is alphabetical, so you will land on this page: 
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For example, to research dangerous dogs, select “D” from the “Browse 
alphabetically” box on the right: 

 

 

From the above, if you wanted to look at all the items on dangerous dogs, you could 
click on the clipboard icon next to “dangerous”. Then select “Clipboard” from the tab 
at the top of the website and all the relevant digests will appear there if you scroll 
down. 

g. Table of statutes  
This is a list of all statutes that are either digested in CLW or relevant to the criminal 
practitioner and referred to in CLW digests. It is to be distinguished from CLW’s 
Statutes Service, which provides you with full up-to-date and annotated text of some 
of today’s most relevant criminal legislation. In the tables of statutes, there are links 
on each Act to legislation.gov.uk, unless an annotated version of the Act appears on 
CLW’s Statutes Service, in which case the link will go to the relevant CLW page. If the 
statute came out in 1997 or later, and covers criminal content, there will be a CLW 
digest of it. Other Acts will be listed in the table of statutes if secondary legislation 
digested by CLW is made under it (including commencement instruments), or a 
particular provision has been considered in a case covered by CLW. 
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Searching  

To search for e.g. the Criminal Justice Act 2003, select “Table of Statutes” from the 
drop-down menu and complete one or both of the below fields. Please note the Act 
name box should not contain the year, which should be inserted into the separate 
year box. 
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If you click on this icon , it will collapse the provisions under the Act, which you 
can then expand again by selecting the downward arrow. E.g. 

 

Again, you may find the Clipboard function particularly useful here. 

Browsing 

To browse the table of statutes, select “Table of statutes” from the drop-down menu 
from the “Tables & index” tab on the website. It is arranged alphabetically, so select 
the relevant letter of the Act from the Browse alphabetically box. 

 

 

 

h. Table of statutory instruments 
All statutory instruments of relevance to the criminal practitioner from 1997 onwards 
have been digested in CLW and are listed in the table of statutory instruments. If you 
click on the SI number in the tables, you will link through to the instrument on 
legislation.gov.uk.  
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Searching 

This is similar to searching the table of statutes. Select “Table of SIs” from the drop-
down menu in the search box, and then fill in one or more of the relevant fields: 

 

Filling in the SI number and year will usually return the most accurate results. Though 
if you do not have that information, type in the keywords you know and the closest 
results will be returned.  

Browsing 

To browse the table of statutory instruments, select “Table of SIs” from the drop-
down menu under the “Tables & Index” tab. It is arranged alphabetically, so select 
the relevant letter of the secondary legislation from the Browse Alphabetically box. 

 

Again, you may find the Clipboard function particularly useful here.  

i. Table of articles 

The table of articles is slightly different in that it does not contain material digested 
in CLW. Rather, it is a list of articles of potential interest to criminal practitioners 
published in any of the publications digested in CLW (as to which, see the “Up to 
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date” box). Articles added to the table of articles are listed at the end of each PDF 
issue, or can be viewed from the Extras box of the HTML version of the latest issue.  

 

Searching 

 

You can search by filling out whichever of the above fields you know, and the closest 
results will be returned. For example, to view articles by Michael Zander KC, type 
“Zander” into the Author field: 
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All articles featured in CLW by Michael Zander KC will show. You can narrow down 
the search by typing a keyword in the “Subject” field. The bold subject headings have 
been selected by CLW’s Editorial team as the terms that best describe the subject 
matter of a particular article. 

Browsing 

To browse the table of articles, select “Table of articles” from the drop-down menu 
under “Tables & Index”. It is also arranged alphabetically, so select the relevant letter 
of the article subject from the Browse Alphabetically box. E.g. for “F”: 
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Clipboard 
The clipboard feature of the website allows users to save CLW items in one place. 
You will see the clipboard icon throughout the website under digests, in the Statutes 
Service, in the tables and index, etc. Just click on it to add the item or list of items to 

a clipboard. Once the clipboard icon is clicked it will appear like this . To access 
the items you have added to a clipboard, select “Clipboard” from the tabs at the top. 
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CPD/CCC 

 

More information on our CPD course for barristers and CCC course for solicitors can 
be found on the CLW website by selecting “CPD courses/CCC” from the drop-down 
menu next to “CPD/CCC” on the top banner of the website, or clicking here: 
https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/Home/Cpdccc. 

 

Once you are registered for CPD or CCC, you can complete papers online by 
selecting “My CPD/CCC” from the above drop-down menu. 

 

There are 12 question papers every year, each based on recent CLW issues. One 
paper is released on the last Monday of every month. All papers can be completed 
up until the deadline, which is 31 October for solicitors (CCC) or 31 December for 
barristers (CPD). 

https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/Home/Cpdccc
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Each paper contains 12 questions. If at least eight questions are answered correctly, 
the registrant will have successfully completed one CPD paper. In the above image, 
the “1” denotes that a paper has successfully been completed. A “0” would mean 
that not enough questions were answered correctly to pass the paper, with the 

total so far for the year displayed at the bottom. The icon means that a paper is 
available and has not yet been completed.  

On the right-hand side you will see the option to view and update your CPD profile, 
and to request email confirmation of the number of CPD hours/papers accrued so 
far in the relevant year, as displayed in the image below: 

 

For any queries about CPD, call 020 3197 4384 or email 
clw.cpd@thomsonreuters.com. 

 

mailto:clw.cpd@thomsonreuters.com
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Contact & training 
For any questions on CLW or using the website, please email 
clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com or call 020 3197 4384. We also offer 30-minute 
training sessions on how to use the website, so please feel free to call or email the 
Editorial team to schedule a session. 

  

mailto:clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com
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	Introduction
	Criminal Law Week (CLW) provides comprehensive coverage of developments in criminal law and practice. Our team of editors sift through numerous sources in search of the latest cases, legislation and guidance; these are summarised and supplemented by expert commentary from our commentary board members. There are 46 issues of CLW each year, putting all the information busy criminal practitioners need at their fingertips. 
	This guide relates to our website: Criminal Law Week Online, which is accessible to all those who have an online subscription, a combined subscription (print & online), or access CLW through a government portal. The website contains all back issues of CLW, with over 30,000 digests of cases, statutes, statutory instruments, sentencing guidelines and other relevant guidance, all indexed and fully cross-referenced. The search capability is intuitive and clear, enabling you to research with precision in multiple ways. 
	Criminal Law Week Online provides an additional essential legal research tool with its Statutes Service. Key criminal law legislation is set out in full, cross-referenced with CLW digests, and complemented and enhanced with all the information you need to understand and interpret each provision.
	This guide is aimed to assist CLW users in maximising the use of our website. It is divided into several sections (see the Table of contents above), that you can jump to by clicking on the links. If you have any questions or would like to receive further training on the website, please contact our Editorial team on 020 3197 4384 or clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com. 
	Logging in
	Go to https://www.criminal-law.co.uk. 
	/
	Before logging in to the main site, you can access various marketing pages or log in to the CPD/CCC section. To access the main site, click on the orange “LOGIN” button in the top right-hand corner. 
	/
	Enter the email address you have used to register for CLW*. You will then be directed to a login pop-up, where your email will be pre-populated. 
	/
	Enter your password and click on the orange “Sign in” button. If you have forgotten your password, click on “Reset your password”. 
	For those who have Single sign-on, which you use to log on to other Thomson Reuters products, you will see this page:
	/
	If you have problems logging in and resetting your password does not help, please call CLW’s Editorial team for assistance on 020 3197 4384 or email clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com. 
	*Please note that this will differ for those who access CLW through a government portal. You will not have individual login details, unless you are accessing our CPD/CCC course. If you have any problem accessing CLW from a government portal, please email clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com or call 020 3197 4384.   
	My Profile*
	Once logged in, you can update your personal details for your CLW access by clicking on “MY PROFILE” located on the top right-hand side of all pages of the website, entering your updated details and clicking on the orange “SAVE PROFILE” button:
	/
	*Please note that those who access CLW through certain government portals will not have their own profiles.
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	After logging in, you will land on the Home page, as below. The latest issue is always accessible on this page in two formats: HTML and PDF. Click on the relevant icon – the HTML icon will take you to the page with the latest issue on it; the PDF icon will automatically download the latest issue as a PDF that you can save or print. You can also download a PDF version of the latest tables from this page, by clicking on the “Download index” icon.
	/
	You can access every issue of CLW (from 1997 to date) by clicking on the “Issues” tab on the top left-hand side then clicking on the appropriate option on the menu that appears.
	/
	For example, if you want to view 2024’s issues, click on “Issues list 1997 to 2024” from the drop-down menu.
	/
	From the above list, you may access each issue in both PDF and HTML format. See below for information on searching CLW issues.
	Each issue of CLW is made up of a series of digests, in the order of: cases, legislation and then miscellaneous digests. Every CLW digest has a reference in the format CLW/year/issue number/item number, e.g. CLW/25/09/17 is for item 17 of issue 9 of 2025. CLW references appear as links throughout the website. In particular, references in digests to cases, legislation or guidance etc previously digested in CLW will generally include a CLW reference to that digest so that readers may easily link back to it by clicking on the reference. 
	You will notice different icons under each HTML digest. For example, the below is a typical digest of a case:
	/
	/ Clicking on this icon will allow you to download the transcript of the judgment, if one is available.
	/ This is the Table of Cases icon. Clicking on it will open a pop-up window showing all the citations for the case to date. 
	/ This is the clipboard icon. By clicking on it, you can save the digest to your clipboard to view later. Once the clipboard icon is clicked it will appear like this /.
	/ This is the print icon. Clicking on it opens a window with the digest in an easily printable format. 
	These are included under digests to give readers the most up-to-date information about the status of the case, item of legislation, guideline, etc. In most instances you can link through to the relevant subsequent digest containing the legal development by clicking on the link in the CLW reference next to the update. 
	Cases: if a case previously digested by CLW has been considered, followed, applied, overruled, etc, there will be an update for it to let readers know how that case has subsequently been treated by the courts, e.g., for the case of R. v Jogee (CLW/16/07/7):
	/
	Legislation and sentencing guidelines: if for example an Act or statutory instrument has been amended, repealed, revoked, replaced, considered, etc, there will be an update to reflect that, e.g. for the Criminal Justice Act 2003 (CLW/03/45/40):
	/
	Click on the clipboard icon / at the end of a list of CLW references to view all those digests in one place. 
	This box appears on page 2 of every PDF issue and can be accessed from the HTML version of the latest issue by clicking on “Up to date box” in the “Extras” section on the right-hand side (see screenshot below). It is a complete list of all CLW’s source material for cases (and articles), excluding important cases that CLW covers before they have been reported elsewhere. If a case (or article) relevant to the criminal practitioner is included in one of the reports or journals listed and has not already been reported in CLW, then CLW will include it in that week’s issue. References appear bold in the box on a week where a new version of a particular source has been published and incorporated into CLW. Once a case has been included in CLW, if it subsequently gets reported in one of the listed sources, the new case citation is added to the table of cases. The new citation will also be listed at the end of each PDF issue under “Cases previously reported” or “Notes and articles on recent cases” (or under “Extras” of the latest issue in the HTML version, as in the image below). If we refer to a case in any digest, we always use the best reference available at the time.
	/
	/
	These are very short descriptions of cases that are used when a particular case could appear under two different sections of CLW. For example, the following cross-reference, with a link to the full digest in the HTML version or an item reference for the PDF version, is included under the “Substantive law” section of the issue:
	/
	The full digest is included under “Evidence and procedure”, as that is principally what the case is about:
	/
	Often our digests will be accompanied by expert commentary from our commentary board or Editorial team. All comments appear at the end of the relevant digest.
	Statutes Service
	Our Statutes Service provides you with full up-to-date and annotated text of some of today’s most relevant criminal legislation. Currently comprising numerous core criminal statutes, the Criminal Procedure Rules and the Criminal Legal Aid (Remuneration) Regulations 2013, each statutory provision is displayed with all amendments, repeals and modifications, together with a complete set of annotations, including commencement provisions, links to relevant case digests, subordinate legislation and much more.
	To access the full list of statutes or the Statutes Service home page, click on the “Statutes Service” tab at the top of the website: 
	/
	Then click on the piece of legislation you wish to view (as evident in the below image, you can save the provisions of any Act etc in the Statutes Service to a clipboard), e.g.:
	/
	Then the relevant section, e.g.:
	/If you scroll down, you will see the collapsible tabs containing all up-to-date information about that provision a practitioner would need to know, including, where applicable: commencement, extent, transitional/savings, amendments/repeals, modifications, definition/interpretation, authorities (see the image below), Hansard references and explanatory notes. 
	/
	You will also see this search box on the right-hand side:
	/
	This is useful for jumping to a particular provision within an Act, or searching for all provisions that contain a keyword or phrase (see Tips on searching), e.g. confessions:
	/ 
	You can search the Statutes Service using the Advanced search option, or by selecting Statutes Service from the general search box, and using keywords or phrases (see Tips on searching):
	/
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	There are two search boxes: the Advanced search function and the general search box. Both will return CLW digests with the closest match, or results from the Statutes Service, if you select that option.
	How to search Criminal Law Week:
	CLW uses the standard Boolean operators AND, OR and NOT. These operators make it possible to search not only for items which contain a specific keyword or exact phrase, but also:
	for items which contain all of a specified combination of keyword(s)/exact phrase(s) (AND);
	for items which contain at least one of a number of different keywords/phrases (OR);
	to exclude specific keywords/phrases from a search (NOT);
	to carry out complex searches using combinations of a number of Boolean operators.
	Exact phrases
	A phrase consisting of a number of words in a specified order must be surrounded by double quotes, e.g. “bad character”. 
	Small words
	The site cannot search on words that are fewer than 3 characters, such as “to”, “of” and “it”. Should you wish to search for a phrase such as Abuse of Process, be sure to surround your search query with double quotes (“Abuse of Process”).
	AND
	To search for items which contain a number of keywords/phrases, separate search terms with a space, e.g. “false impression” implied assertion, or with the word AND, e.g. “false impression” AND implied AND assertion. 
	OR
	To search for items which contain at least one of a number of keywords/phrases, separate search terms with the word OR, e.g. “bad character” OR “hearsay evidence” OR retrial. 
	NEAR                      
	To search for items which contain keywords/phrases within a number of words of each other, add the proximity operator followed by the number of words, e.g. (“false impression” assertion)~3. This will search for “false impression” appearing within 3 words of “assertion”.
	NOT
	To search for items which contain one keyword/phrase but which do not contain another keyword/phrase, separate search terms with the word NOT, e.g. to search for items which contain the phrase “bad character”, but do not contain the keyword defendant, type “bad character” NOT defendant.
	Complex searches
	The use of brackets with Boolean operators permits more complex searching. 
	Example 1: to search for items containing either: 
	    robbery AND “offensive weapon” 
	or: 
	    robbery AND firearm, 
	or all three search terms, type: 
	    robbery AND (“offensive weapon” OR firearm)
	Example 2: to search for items which either contain both: 
	    “abuse of process” AND “agent provocateur” 
	or contain:
	    entrapment 
	or which contain all three search terms, type: 
	    entrapment OR (“abuse of process” AND “agent provocateur”)
	The Advanced search box can be accessed from any page of the CLW website by clicking on the search icon circled below on the top right-hand side of the website: 
	/
	It can also be accessed from the search box, as shown in the screenshot below, on the right-hand side of the Home page, or from that box that is always visible on the right-hand side of any page. Just click on “Advanced”, which appears in white on the orange strip:
	/
	The Advanced search box will then appear: 
	/
	For information on the various fields in the above screenshot, click on the question marks: 
	/
	This is the most comprehensive and specific way of searching, particularly for a case. You will see the various filter options, so you can limit your search by category of case (e.g. whether it is one about evidence and procedure or sentencing etc, as the case was categorised in CLW), time frame, judgment date (or within a particular period), and/or judge etc. You can also choose whether you would like to search all CLW issues, or just a particular one or few. 
	A particularly useful feature is that you can search for judgments by a specific judge:/E.g. entering the following will return results with all case digests in which Lady Carr CJ was on the bench:
	/
	To search all CLW issues for all sentencing cases (so excluding legislation and miscellaneous items) on e.g. shoplifting, enter the following:
	/
	The relevant case digests will be returned, with the most recent appearing at the top (unless you opt to “Order results by” a different order): 
	/
	You can select how you would like your results displayed by going to the drop-down menus in the below image. In the above image, it is displaying the top 10 most recent items per page. You can click on “NEXT” for a page displaying the next 10 items.
	/
	The Advanced search function is also very useful for searching the Statutes Service. For example, entering “locking on” and then searching within the “Public Order Act 2023” will return the following results:
	/
	You will find this search box on the Home page. It will also appear on the right-hand side of any other page, so it is always easily accessible. 
	/
	Select an option from the drop-down menu:
	/
	This is the broadest way to search within CLW digests using keywords etc (see Tips on searching). It will return results with the closest match, with the most recent digests (whether of a case, piece of legislation, or miscellaneous item) containing the search terms appearing at the top of the listed results.
	The table of cases contains all cases digested in CLW. The table is divided into the following sections depending on case type: … v …, Rex v, Rex (…) v, Att.-Gen.’s References, Commonwealth and European (ECHR & ECJ). The following points should be noted:
	- If a source is underlined, that means it was included in CLW because it was reported first in the underlined source. If the CLW reference is underlined, that indicates it was included in CLW before it was reported.
	- If a source citation is bold, including for CLW, that means there was commentary to the case in that source.
	- All decisions for a relevant case, for example High Court, Court of Appeal and Supreme Court decisions will be included in the same entry in the table of cases.
	- Sub noms are included in line with the case source hierarchy in CLW’s up-to-date box.
	- Sometimes cross-references will be included in the table to help subscribers find the case, e.g. for Cobban and another v DPP, this cross-reference is included under “D”:
	/
	The “Att.-Gen.’s References”, “Commonwealth cases” and “European cases (ECHR & ECJ)” sections are complete and after selecting them from the drop-down menu, all cases are included on the page (you do not need to take a second step and select the relevant letter).
	SearchingTo search for a case, select “Table of cases” from the drop-down menu in the search box.
	/
	To search for “R. v Ng (Katie) and another (Practice Note), CLW/24/18/3, [2024] EWCA Crim 493, [2024] 1 W.L.R. 3221, CA”, you could enter various information into the search box (depending what information you have), which will return the correct result, e.g. “2024 NG”, “[2024] EWCA Crim 493”, “2024 493”, “2024 3321”, etc. 
	For:
	Reg. v Jogee; Ruddock v The Queen, CLW/16/07/7, [2017] A.C. 387, [2016] 2 W.L.R. 681, [2016] 1 Cr.App.R. 485(31), The Times, 2 March 2016, [2016] Crim.L.R. 324 & 539, [2017] Crim.L.R. 51, [2016] 3 Archbold Review 4, [2016] 9 Archbold Review 6, (2016) 160(7) S.J. 37, [2016] L.S. Gazette, 11 April, 22, [2016] L.S. Gazette, 19 April, 8, 180 C.L. & J. 557, [2016] C.L.J. 196 & 550, 80 J.C.L. 160 & 446; sub nom. Reg. v Jogee; Reg. v Ruddock [2016] 2 All E.R. 1, [2016] Crim.L.R. 638 & 642, 133 L.Q.R. 73; sub nom. Reg. v Jogee, 180 J.P. 313, [2016] Crim.L.R. 873, [2017] Crim.L.R. 123, 167 N.L.J. 7736(20), 180 C.L. & J. 416, 181 C.L. & J. 755, [2017] C.L.J. 311, 80 J.C.L. 173 & 436, 81 J.C.L. 393, SC & PC ([2016] UKSC 8 & [2016] UKPC 7)
	there are many ways to search for Jogee, using pieces of the above citations – though it is always useful to include the year. The simplest option is to type in “2016 jogee”, as below:
	/
	Browsing
	To browse CLW’s tables and index, go to the drop-down menu under “Tables & index” on the top banner of the website.
	/
	To browse the table of cases, select “Table of cases” from the drop-down menu. You will land on this page:
	/Then go to the Browse box on the right-hand side of the page:
	/
	Go to the drop-down menu:
	/
	You can then select which category of case name/citation is relevant, e.g. … v …, Rex v, Rex (…) v, Att.-Gen.’s References. Once you have selected the category, you may then have to select the relevant letter. For example:
	To find Cobban and another v DPP, select “…v…” and then select “C”. Then scroll down the results and the case will be listed alphabetically:
	/
	To find R. v Jogee, select “Rex v” and then select “J”: 
	/
	Every digest included in CLW is indexed by the lawyer from the Editorial team who wrote the digest. In most instances, the index terms are listed in a hierarchical format with general terms, such as “Offences”, at the top stepping down to e.g. “motor vehicles,” and then to the more particular, such as “construction and use,”. Each level is in alphabetical order. You can search or browse the index.
	Searching
	Select “Subject index” from the dropdown menu of the search box and type the keyword or phrase (see also Tips on searching), e.g.:
	/
	The below image shows some of the results:
	/
	You can similarly search the index for phrases such as “abuse of process”, “confiscation and forfeiture”, or “Burden of proof”. 
	E.g. searching for “burden of proof” in the subject index will return the following:
	/
	E.g. searching for “confiscation and forfeiture” in the subject index will return the following:/
	Browsing
	To browse the subject index, select “Subject index” from the drop-down menu under the “Tables & index” tab at the top of the website. 
	/
	It is alphabetical, so you will land on this page:
	/
	For example, to research dangerous dogs, select “D” from the “Browse alphabetically” box on the right:
	/
	/
	From the above, if you wanted to look at all the items on dangerous dogs, you could click on the clipboard icon next to “dangerous”. Then select “Clipboard” from the tab at the top of the website and all the relevant digests will appear there if you scroll down.
	This is a list of all statutes that are either digested in CLW or relevant to the criminal practitioner and referred to in CLW digests. It is to be distinguished from CLW’s Statutes Service, which provides you with full up-to-date and annotated text of some of today’s most relevant criminal legislation. In the tables of statutes, there are links on each Act to legislation.gov.uk, unless an annotated version of the Act appears on CLW’s Statutes Service, in which case the link will go to the relevant CLW page. If the statute came out in 1997 or later, and covers criminal content, there will be a CLW digest of it. Other Acts will be listed in the table of statutes if secondary legislation digested by CLW is made under it (including commencement instruments), or a particular provision has been considered in a case covered by CLW.
	Searching 
	To search for e.g. the Criminal Justice Act 2003, select “Table of Statutes” from the drop-down menu and complete one or both of the below fields. Please note the Act name box should not contain the year, which should be inserted into the separate year box.
	/
	/
	If you click on this icon /, it will collapse the provisions under the Act, which you can then expand again by selecting the downward arrow. E.g.
	/
	Again, you may find the Clipboard function particularly useful here.
	Browsing
	To browse the table of statutes, select “Table of statutes” from the drop-down menu from the “Tables & index” tab on the website. It is arranged alphabetically, so select the relevant letter of the Act from the Browse alphabetically box.
	/
	All statutory instruments of relevance to the criminal practitioner from 1997 onwards have been digested in CLW and are listed in the table of statutory instruments. If you click on the SI number in the tables, you will link through to the instrument on legislation.gov.uk. 
	Searching
	This is similar to searching the table of statutes. Select “Table of SIs” from the drop-down menu in the search box, and then fill in one or more of the relevant fields:
	/
	Filling in the SI number and year will usually return the most accurate results. Though if you do not have that information, type in the keywords you know and the closest results will be returned. 
	Browsing
	To browse the table of statutory instruments, select “Table of SIs” from the drop-down menu under the “Tables & Index” tab. It is arranged alphabetically, so select the relevant letter of the secondary legislation from the Browse Alphabetically box.
	/
	Again, you may find the Clipboard function particularly useful here. 
	The table of articles is slightly different in that it does not contain material digested in CLW. Rather, it is a list of articles of potential interest to criminal practitioners published in any of the publications digested in CLW (as to which, see the “Up to date” box). Articles added to the table of articles are listed at the end of each PDF issue, or can be viewed from the Extras box of the HTML version of the latest issue. 
	/
	Searching
	/
	You can search by filling out whichever of the above fields you know, and the closest results will be returned. For example, to view articles by Michael Zander KC, type “Zander” into the Author field:
	/
	All articles featured in CLW by Michael Zander KC will show. You can narrow down the search by typing a keyword in the “Subject” field. The bold subject headings have been selected by CLW’s Editorial team as the terms that best describe the subject matter of a particular article.
	Browsing
	To browse the table of articles, select “Table of articles” from the drop-down menu under “Tables & Index”. It is also arranged alphabetically, so select the relevant letter of the article subject from the Browse Alphabetically box. E.g. for “F”:
	/
	Clipboard
	The clipboard feature of the website allows users to save CLW items in one place. You will see the clipboard icon throughout the website under digests, in the Statutes Service, in the tables and index, etc. Just click on it to add the item or list of items to a clipboard. Once the clipboard icon is clicked it will appear like this /. To access the items you have added to a clipboard, select “Clipboard” from the tabs at the top.
	/
	/
	/
	More information on our CPD course for barristers and CCC course for solicitors can be found on the CLW website by selecting “CPD courses/CCC” from the drop-down menu next to “CPD/CCC” on the top banner of the website, or clicking here: https://www.criminal-law.co.uk/Home/Cpdccc.
	/
	Once you are registered for CPD or CCC, you can complete papers online by selecting “My CPD/CCC” from the above drop-down menu.
	/
	There are 12 question papers every year, each based on recent CLW issues. One paper is released on the last Monday of every month. All papers can be completed up until the deadline, which is 31 October for solicitors (CCC) or 31 December for barristers (CPD).
	Each paper contains 12 questions. If at least eight questions are answered correctly, the registrant will have successfully completed one CPD paper. In the above image, the “1” denotes that a paper has successfully been completed. A “0” would mean that not enough questions were answered correctly to pass the paper, with the total so far for the year displayed at the bottom. The /icon means that a paper is available and has not yet been completed. 
	On the right-hand side you will see the option to view and update your CPD profile, and to request email confirmation of the number of CPD hours/papers accrued so far in the relevant year, as displayed in the image below:
	/
	For any queries about CPD, call 020 3197 4384 or email clw.cpd@thomsonreuters.com.
	For any questions on CLW or using the website, please email clw.editorial@thomsonreuters.com or call 020 3197 4384. We also offer 30-minute training sessions on how to use the website, so please feel free to call or email the Editorial team to schedule a session.

